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Welcome to our special edition dedicated to ‘Life on Land’, an exploration of how
our campus is a living classroom for biodiversity! As the renowned naturalist David
Attenborough reminds us, “No one will protect what they don't care about; and no
one will care about what they have never experienced.” This issue brings that truth to
life, showcasing how TKOGSS actively promotes education in this vital Sustainable
Development Goal. From teacher interviews on environmental stewardship, to hands-
on reports from our garden, Pet Love Pavilion, and iconic koi pond, and a conversation
with a local farmer on sustainable practices—each feature demonstrates how caring
for terrestrial ecosystems is woven into our daily learning. Dive in to see how our
school doesn’t just teach about ‘Life on Land’, but lives it.
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To explore ‘Life on Land’ beyond our pond, we asked teachers how our campus connects to this
global goal. From Biology to Geography, they share insights on ecosystems, conservation, and
our role in protecting the planet. Let's dive into their perspectives and discover how TKOGSS is
learning to nurture a sustainable future.

We are pleased to introduce our new
Assistant Principal, Ms. Chan Wing
Yi. Alongside her leadership role,
she teaches Citizenship and Social
Development, Computer Literacy,
and Information and Communication
Technology. Miss Chan is impressed
by TKOGSS students, describing
them as high-quality, energetic, and
eager to explore their potential and
serve others.

Connecting to our newsletter theme, ‘Life on Land’, Ms. Chan shares her passion for gardening.
At home, she grows plants on her balcony and finds great achievement in nurturing them. She
also enjoys the tranquility of our school garden, which helps her recharge after work. Her advice
for students who want to protect the environment is to start small. Join a gardening club and use
your voice to support conservation.

One of Ms. Chan’s most memorable nature experiences was visiting Hoi Ha Wan Marine
Park. Through a glass-bottomed boat, she saw over 60 coral types and 120 fish species—
an astonishing display of biodiversity. If she could visit any ecosystems, she would choose a
tropical rainforest, fascinated by unique creatures like the ‘Jesus Christ Lizard’ that can run on
water.

Ms. Chan believes our campus already supports biodiversity well, with its garden, greenhouse,
pet corner, and ponds. She encourages planting local species to help the local ecosystem. To
promote sustainability further, she plans a class project using lIoT technology to create a smart
garden system that automatically cares for plants.

Ms. Chan is not just a teacher and assistant principal but also a strong advocate for a balanced
ecosystem. Her insights will surely guide us toward a more sustainable future.




\J Mr. Chan Hung Sang

We are happy to introduce Mr. Chan Hung Sang, a new
teacher who joins us this year teaching both Chinese and
Chinese History to junior and senior forms. He is also the class
teacher of 5B.

Connecting to our newsletter theme of ‘Life on Land’, Mr. Chan

shares his great enthusiasm for hiking. For him, walking in

nature is more than exercise; it is a way to find peace, clear

his mind, and feel connected to the world around us. His strongest memory in nature comes from
participating in the Oxfam Mini Trailwalker. He walked 30 kilometres with his team from Sha Tin to Pak
Tam Chung through the night. The journey taught him that success is not about individual strength, but
about teamwork, mental toughness, and supporting each other every step of the way.

When asked about literature that explores our relationship with the land, Mr. Chan immediately thought
of the classic essay My First Visit to the Western Hill by Tang Dynasty writer Liu Zongyuan. He explains
that the author, feeling sad after being demoted, found a new perspective by climbing a mountain.
At the summit, surrounded by vast, misty peaks, he realized his personal troubles were very small
compared to the timeless beauty of nature. This connection gave him hope.

Mr. Chan finds a similar balance by walking forest trails. He focuses on the present moment—listening
to birds, smelling the earth after rain, and appreciating the view. He believes that realizing we are a
small part of a vast universe is not discouraging; it is a reason to appreciate our place within it and to
persevere.

We welcome Mr. Chan, a teacher who reminds us that stepping into nature can offer valuable lessons
in resilience and teamwork.
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\J Mr. John|Guest

We recently spoke with Mr. Guest, the NET teacher at our
school, whose passion for the environment matches his
dedication to teaching. An avid hiker and lover of gardens,
he finds inspiration in the tranquility of nature, whether on
Hong Kong's trails or in gardens abroad. He believes these
experiences are vital for reconnecting with the natural world.

Mr. Guest encourages students to start protecting the
environment through simple, daily actions. He emphasises practical steps, such as reducing electricity |
use. “Small habits, like turning off lights when leaving a room, collectively make a significant difference,”

he advises. He is also a strong supporter of our school garden, seeing it as a living classroom where |
students can learn about biodiversity firsthand.

Mr. Guest’s environmental philosophy is deeply influenced by Sir David Attenborough’s work. He often
echoes the naturalist’s call to “work with nature, not against it.” Mr. Guest also finds powerful metaphors
in popular culture, citing the cooperative rescue scene in Finding Nemo as an illustration of how
collective effort is essential for overcoming ecological challenges.

Furthermore, Mr. Guest highlights the importance of storytelling in environmental education. He believes
that narratives and personal connections to nature—from films to real-world experiences—are what
motivate people to care and take action. These stories remind us why our planet is worth protecting.

Through Mr. Guest's advocacy and practical advice, he inspires our school community to appreciate,
respect, and actively contribute to sustaining life on land.
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D A, Gonversation with the Sarth: a
Meeting Mr. Gheung, the Organic Farmer
T ——
/f \\ Have you ever wondered where your food comes from,
beyond the supermarket shelf? Our recent interview with
Mr. Cheung, a passionate organic farmer from Tai Mo Shan,
offered a powerful answer and a profound lesson in our role
in protecting ‘Life on Land’.

Formerly an English teacher, Mr. Cheung turned to farming
for health and a deeper connection with nature. “You can
feel how the Earth can provide everything for us,” he shared,
% J describing the spiritual satisfaction of working the soil.

His farm, about the size of a basketball court, bursts with
life—strawberries, dragon fruit, tomatoes, and more, ( \
all grown without harmful chemicals. The reward?
Incredible taste and the peace of mind that comes
from eating truly healthy food. The organic banana and
lemon he gifted us were proof—unforgettable in their
fresh, vibrant flavour.

However, his story isn’t just about ripe produce. It's
a real-world case study in the challenges of the UN
Sustainable Development Goal ‘Life on Land’, which
aims to protect and sustainably manage our terrestrial \ )
ecosystems. Mr. Cheung faces these challenges daily: the high cost of organic seeds and
/ N\ fertilisers, the patience needed to manage pests naturally, and the
constant threat of unpredictable weather. But the most significant
hurdle is land. In a city like Hong Kong, where land is often prioritised
for commercial development, preserving space for agriculture is
a constant struggle. “It's incredibly hard to find land anymore,”
he explained, highlighting a direct threat to local biodiversity and

sustainable food sources.
a )

Through Mr. Cheung’s experience,
we learn that ‘Life on Land’ isn’t an
abstract global goal. It's about the
choices we make—supporting local,
sustainable farming, understanding
the true cost of our food, and valuing
green spaces. His farm is a living
ecosystem, a small but vital patch
of land managed with respect.
It teaches us that sustainability
requires patience, care, and a fight
to protect the very ground beneath

our feet. & J

Next time you enjoy a piece of fruit, remember Mr. Cheung and
consider the connection between that simple bite and the health of
our planet.
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T ot o€ TKOGES: Move Than Just atish Pond,
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Step through the gates of TKOGSS, and one of the first things you’ll notice is our iconic koi

pond. Whether you've fed the koi during service projects or simply paused to watch them glide
through the water, this spot holds a special place in our school life.

But did you know there’s a fascinating story behind it? Years ago, the pond began with a Biology
experiment where students raised a koi that outgrew its tank. Today, it's home to a vibrant
community of fish—a living reminder that learning doesn’t just happen in classrooms. These
koi are more than mascots; they’'re educators. Watching them helps us understand animal
behaviours, ecosystems, and coexistence. As our editors observed, koi peacefully share their
space—a beautiful example of biodiversity in action. And while many think koi are Japanese,
they actually originated in China, symbolising strength and good fortune. This little fact reminds
us that biodiversity isn’t just about species, but also about cultural connections and history.

Our pond continues to inspire creativity right here on campus.
Look at the photo of Goldie—the friendly, golden mascot of
our school-based “STEM-is-try” Programme. Isn’t it cool how
its design was directly inspired by our very own koi? Last
semester, students from Art and Design worked with the STEM
team to create mascot characters based on the pond’s fish.
They studied the koi's graceful movements, shimmering scales,
and social behaviour, then used digital tools to bring characters
like Goldie to life. This project blended biology, technology, and
art, showing how observing and protecting local biodiversity can
fuel innovation and school spirit. Goldie isn’t just a logo—it's a symbol of how our living pond
connects to hands-on, creative learning.

We’'re lucky to have such a relaxing and
educational spot. At recess, at lunchtime or
after school, it's a peaceful place to unwind,
reflect, and reconnect with nature. Whether
you're watching the koi “munch” eagerly
at feeding time or admiring their graceful
movements, the pond offers a moment of calm
and curiosity. You might see students pointing
excitedly at the largest koi, or quietly sitting by
the water’s edge between exams. It's a space
that belongs to everyone—a natural pause
button in our busy school day.

§ So next time you pass hy, take a closer look.
Our koi pond isn’t just pretty—it's a piece of
TKOGSS history, a lesson in biodiversity, and
a living classroom that inspires everything
from science projects to school mascots.
Don’t miss out on this vibrant hub at the heart
of our school!
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Looking for a real break from the usual school
routine? Just steps away from the busy hallways
and crowded classrooms lies one of TKOGSS's
best-keeping secrets—the Pet Love Pavilion.
More than just another school space, it's a

vibrant, living classroom, a quiet sanctuary, @

and a mini-zoo all rolled into one. This isn’t
about looking at pictures in a book; it's about
experiencing the wonder of nature firsthand,
right here in our school.

Stepping inside is like entering another world. The
air is fresh with the scent of plants, and the space
is alive with movement and colour. You’ll come
face-to-face with incredible creatures: the colour-
shifting Panther Chameleon, dazzling clownfish
gliding through water, the spotted leopard gecko,
and active skinks basking under special heat
lamps. Don’t miss the mesmerizing jellyfish tank,
where these delicate beings pulse and drift with
serene elegance. Each animal lives in a carefully

crafted home that mimics its natural habitat—

complete with the right heat, humidity, rocks,

and plants. It's a powerful lesson in ecology you

can see and feel for yourself!




The learning here is deep and personal. You'll
understand why every part of a habitat matters, from
the warm basking spot to the cool, shaded hide. You'll
read about adaptation and then see it in action. For
many, the biggest lesson is overcoming fear. The
chance to gently hold a lizard, feel its unique texture,
and feed it is an unforgettable experience that builds
empathy and courage. It teaches responsibility—these
animals depend on dedicated care—and sparks a real
connection to the natural world.

But the Pavilion isn’t just for biology class. In
our high-pressure school lives, it serves as
a vital mental retreat. It's a peaceful, green
oasis where you can pause, breathe, and
simply observe. Watching a gecko explore its
enclosure or butterflies flit around a vertical
garden wall can be incredibly calming. This
isn’t just a fun distraction; it's a proven way to
reduce stress, clear your mind, and return to
your studies feeling refreshed and focused.

So, why should every student make a visit? Because it makes learning dynamic and

memorable. Because it offers a much-needed respite from academic pressure. Because
it fosters a sense of wonder and responsibility for our
planet’s biodiversity. Whether you're an aspiring scientist,
an animal lover, or just someone in need of a quiet
moment, the Pet Love Pavilion has something for you.

Don't just hear about it—experience it! Take a walk, open
the door, and let your curiosity lead the way. The Pavilion
is more than a room; it's an invitation to explore, learn, and
grow.
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Have you ever wondered what our schoolmates and gardeners plant at our school? Last week, some of
us explored the Chinese Herbal Garden—a hidden treasure right here at school!

It's not just a garden; it's a living classroom. Each plant has its own “name card” with details about its
origin, uses, and lifespan. We learned how to care for plants by checking their humidity and watering
them patiently—no fixed schedules, just attentive care. We even discovered that many seeds were
donated by The University of Hong Kong for research, and the herbs are preserved in glass jars with
labels showing their names and arrival dates. From Chinese Angelica to tuffulin, every specimen tells a
story beyond our textbooks.

Why should you visit it? Whether you're into Biology, curious about traditional medicine, or just need a
peaceful escape between lessons, the Herbal Garden brings learning to life. You can smell the herbs,
see the plants up close, and immerse yourself in nature without leaving campus. It's a calming space that
reconnects us to the environment—and a perfect way to unwind during a busy school day.

Don’t miss out on this adventure right at school. Visit the Chinese Herbal Garden and see nature in a
whole new way!
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